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detail of the corrupt system of government. The Sultan
became the victim of his educational policy which
brought about just the contrary of what he expected.
The militancy which expressed itself in surreptitious
publications, in secret organizations, in various signs of
revolt against authority, increased with great rapidity
after 1890. In 1892, Ahmed Eira Bey, superintendent
of public education in Brusa, recently president of the
Senate, fled to Paris where he published the Meshverett
(Deliberation). In 1894, the Armenian massacres caused
a great irritation among the Turkish patriots. The
necessity for urgent action against the Hamidian regime
was strongly felt, especially by medical students. Four
medical students laid the foundation of the secret Com-
mittee of Union and Progress. Their literature fell
upon very receptive ground. The flight to Europe of
Murad Bey, the popular journalist and novelist, gave a
great impetus to the movement. The Sultan was exceed-
ingly terrified. Hundreds of suspects were arrested, tor-
tured, and condemned without trial. Some disappeared
forever, others were exiled, but this martyrdom only
strengthened the position of the revolutionary organiza-
tion. They organized a plot against the Sultan. New
arrests followed. Meanwhile, many hundreds succeeded
in escaping to Europe and Egypt, and began to publish
there revolutionary papers.
After the victories in the Greek "War of 1897, the posi-
tion of the Sultan became stronger, and the press became
decidedly weaker. Now not only the political discus-
sions, but every sort of intellectual activity, was checked.
The hopeful new literature movement was entirely
silenced. The daily press, which was subsidized by the
palace, devoted most of its space to platitudes and to the
praise of the Sultan. The proof sheets were read by two
censors. The papers kept a large staff of translators,
who made use of whatever they found in foreign papers

